


Egyptian
Coffin and mummy of Nesmin, 170-30 BCE
Coffin: Wood, gesso, gilding, and colored glass





(ancient Egyptian gallery pics)







https://risdmuseum.org/art-design/projects-publications/watch-listen/what-are-we-looking


The blue and gold figure 
is the god Ra who has a 
falcon head. 

Above him is a circle 
symbolizing the sun.



Find the god Ra and 
a symbol for the sun 
on Nesmin’s coffin.

Can you think of 2 
ways the sun affected 

your life today?

Why is the sun important 
to human civilizations?



Apis bull



      Anubis



Sundisk

Vultures

Scarab beetle



Wedjat eye

Ram of Mendes



Nut

Feathers







Create your own protective symbol

Draw a symbol of an animal or element 
of nature that inspires you.

Wear or keep this symbol in a special place 
to help you find courage and creativity in 

challenging situations. 



We would love to hear from you!
Your teacher or you can share your work with us at teachers@risd.edu. 

Tag us in your art & design-inspired projects with: 
#RISDMuseum   #museumfromhome   #TeachingwithArt 

More activities + resources on risdmuseum.org 
including this lesson on The Coffin and Mummy of Nesmin

—Teaching Notes: Think Like an Archaeologist, page 12

https://risdmuseum.org/art-design/projects-publications/publications/teaching-notes-think-archaeologist
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Installation views of the Ancient Egyptian Galleries at the RISD Museum, 2014.

RISD Museum Ancient Art Curator, Gina Borromeo, standing next to the Coffin and mummy of Nesmin, 
installed in the Ancient Egyptian Galleries at the RISD Museum, 2020. © Keith Nordstrom/Wheaton College             

What are we looking at? In the company of the gods: Images on a Ptolemaic priest's coffin. 
https://risdmuseum.org/art-design/projects-publications/watch-listen/what-are-we-looking

Materials used to make a personal protective symbol. 

https://risdmuseum.org/art-design/projects-publications/watch-listen/what-are-we-looking

